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October 16, 2008        Springfield, Illinois 
 

 
 
 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE ILLINOIS DEAF AND HARD OF HEARING COMMISSION 
The seventh meeting of the Interpreter Licensure Board was held on Thursday, October 16, 2008, at 
the Illinois Deaf and Hard of Hearing Commission Office, 1630 S. Sixth Street, Springfield, Illinois. 
 

I. Call to Order 
 
Shelley Engstrom-Kestel, Vice-Chair, called the meeting to order at 1:05 p.m. on October 16, 2008.    
 
Members Present: 
 
Becki Combs  Teri Hedding   
Dana Craig  Karen Janssen   
Shelley Engstrom-Kestel  Janet Lambert  
 
Members Absent: 
 
Paul Menkis  
Carole Clemons 
 
Interpreters: 
Sheila Chapman, CSC   
 
Public:   
 

 
 
IDHHC Staff  Present:    
 
Doni Cosby 

II. Approval of Minutes 
 
Becki Combs moved to approve the September 4, 2008 minutes as read.  Dana Craig seconded.  All in 
favor:  Shelley Engstrom-Kestel, Becki Combs, Dana Craig, Teri Hedding and Karen Janssen; 
Opposed:  None; Abstained:  None.  Motion carried. 
 
Dana Craig moved that the Board leave Section 1515.50(c) (of the proposed rules) as stated.  Karen 
Janssen seconded.  Discussion:  Upon review of the previous meeting minutes, the Board determined a 
clarifying motion was needed.  All in favor:  Shelley Engstrom-Kestel, Becki Combs, Dana Craig, Teri 
Hedding and Karen Janssen; Opposed:  None; Abstained:  None.  Motion carried. 

 None.   
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III. Committee Reports 
Consumer Outreach Committee – Determined areas of outreach and training.  Discussed need 
for a consumer reference card and provided rough draft of the idea. 
 
Interpreter Outreach Committee – Determined areas of outreach and training.  Members 
identified brochures and materials from other states for IDHHC to use as guides in 
development and provided rough draft of interpreter brochure. 

 

IV. Unfinished Business 
 
Karen Janssen moved the Board change the order of the stated agenda and hold Unfinished Business 
and now discuss new business (a) “Second Notice Status”.   Shelley Engstrom-Kestel seconded.  All in 
favor:  Shelley Engstrom-Kestel, Becki Combs, Dana Craig, Teri Hedding and Karen Janssen; 
Opposed:  None; Abstained:  None.  Motion carried. 
 
 
V. New Business 
 

a. Second Notice Status 
 
IDHHC Executive Director, John Miller, updated the Board regarding the JCAR Rule Making Second 
Notice status.   Based on feedback from JCAR, Director Miller reported the changes made to the 
proposed rules in Second Notice.  The changes are: 
 
1. Added RID SC:L under the Master Proficiency for Legal Assignments 
2. Moved VRS under Intermediate Proficiency Level 
3. Split the Legal Assignments between Advance and Master Proficiency Level 
 a.  Advance Level  
  Criminal Misdemeanor (non-trial only) 
  Civil (minor) 
  Correctional 
  Attorney-Client Meetings 
 b.   Master Level 
  Trials 
  Criminal (Felony) 
  Civil (Major) 
  Juvenile/Family Court 
  Law Enforcement 
4. Moved Psychiatry from Master to Advance Proficiency Level 
 
Rationale for each change was provided to the Board.    Director Miller responded to Board member 
questions and comments.   The Board discussed options for responding to moving VRS under 
Intermediate Proficiency Level. 
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The Board recessed at 2:25 p.m. and reconvened at 2:45 p.m. 
 
Karen Janssen moved that the Interpreter Licensure Board Vice-Chair draft a letter to JCAR 
expressing the Board’s opinion regarding the licensure of interpreters working in VRS settings in the 
State of Illinois.  Becki Combs seconded.  Discussion:  The letter should reflect that Board supports 
the agency recommendation to move VRS to the Intermediate Proficiency in a good faith effort to 
resolve Sorenson’s concerns.  All in favor:  Shelley Engstrom-Kestel, Becki Combs, Dana Craig, Teri 
Hedding and Karen Janssen; Opposed:  None; Abstained:  None.  Motion carried. 
 

b. Board Application Process 
 
The application process for Licensure Board vacancies was reviewed.  There is one Board position 
now open and applications are being accepted.  Candidates are needed.  Board members are 
encouraged to reach out to qualified people and encourage them to apply. 
 

c. Conference and Workshops 
 
Janet Lambert confirmed to the Board that the next IDHHC Conference and Workshops will be held 
on May 29 & 30, 2009.  The Board will meet one day prior to the conference.  An educational 
interpreter track will be offered.  It was suggested that a CDI track be offered in light of a planned CDI 
training was recently cancelled.  Janet will provide workshop ideas to the IDHHC Project Coordinator, 
Brandy Hayes. 
 
Unfinished Business Continued -  
 
Karen Janssen moved to table Unfinished Business (a) IDHHC Deaf Interpreter Knowledge Based 
Test to the next meeting.  Shelley Engstrom-Kestel seconded.  All in favor:  Shelley Engstrom-Kestel, 
Becki Combs, Dana Craig, Teri Hedding and Karen Janssen; Opposed:  None; Abstained:  None.  
Motion carried. 
 
Second Notice Status Continued -   
 
IDHHC Legal Counsel, Tonia Bogener arrived after attending the JCAR session in Chicago.  She 
informed the Board that 2nd Notice has been extended for 45 days until the next JCAR meeting.  The 
Board held a short discussion with Legal Counsel about the results and the next JCAR session to be 
held in Springfield, IL on November 18, 2008 at 11:00 a.m..  The Board will attend the next JCAR 
session in conjunction with its next meeting. 
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VI.  Adjournment 
 
Karen Janssen moved to adjourn the meeting. Shelley Engstrom-Kestel seconded.  Discussion:  None.   
All in favor:  Shelley Engstrom-Kestel, Becki Combs, Dana Craig, Teri Hedding and Karen Janssen; 
Opposed:  None; Abstained:  None.  Motion carried. 
 
Meeting adjourned 4:00 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
 (Signature on File)           
Shelley Engstrom-Kestel, Vice-Chair       Date 
 
 
 (Signature on File)           
Karen Janssen, Secretary                                                                                         Date 
 
 
  
 


